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for each child's program should rest with the classroom
teacher as she is in a position to know the child's most im-
mediate needs. For this reason she should be a key person
in guiding his school experiences in home and family living.
Each classroom teacher should have had some education in
the minimum essentials of personal and home living in her
preservice study. She can be, however, informed about and
sensitive to the economic and social situations in her teaching
locality, and she can have an appreciation of the cultural con-
tributions of fine family life. In a democratically shared re-
sponsibility for the curriculum the classroom teacher will be
assisted by the teachers of science, art, music, crafts, and
homernaking as projects develop requiring their skills.
Informal contacts with the child are realistic. One very
satisfactory way for the teacher to learn the child's individual
needs is for her to talk with him about such things as his vaca-
tion activities and the favorite use of his out-of-school time
and get his reaction to different types of stories, to people, and
to different phases of his environment.
The home visit is valuable. It is important to get parents*
opinions on the curriculum and to have them take an active
part in planning it and evaluating its progress. The informal
home visit helps the children, their teachers, and their parents
to understand each other. Through it hitherto undiscovered
needs are brought to the surface and beginnings made toward
their solution. A telephone conversation is sometimes an
effective supplement to the home visit, but personal contacts
with the home should be made first. With persons who do
not use the telephone easily, or with those who do not speak
English readily, it would be a most unhappy choice of
method.1
Knowledge of the environment is a teacher's tool. The en-
vironment is so mud} a part of the child that the one who is
teaching him should know as many facts about his home and
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